In Chinatown, many people avoid walking through poorly lit underpasses. For some, it means that they won't use the parking on the
other side of the underpass and for others, it means that they will drive for very short trips. What do you think of the following
strategies to address safety concerns and increase walkability? What other strategies do you recommend?
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Activate and revitalize public

Improve feelings of safety in
| spaces

underpass walkways

Maintenance of existing sidewalks and improved
g9mlF accessibility is a top priority with the aging population
#alll€ in the neighborhood. Continued pedestrian
PTIES gE¢ improvements such as sidewalks, lighting, benches,
i planter boxes, and street trees can encourage people
&BIN to walk further than they are accustomed to walking,
which will make underutilized parking spaces more

L attractive.

Improving the aesthetics of at least one underpass—
preferably the viaduct at Stewart Avenue and 23rd
Place—with Dbright lights, surveillance, art, and
| power-washing can encourage more residents to
walk instead of drive for short distances. Moreover,
removing the current barrier created by the long,
dark underpasses could increase the attractiveness
of underutilized parking spaces on the west side of
the study area.
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There is a need for additional public parking, as much of the parking supply is either full most of the time or in restricted-access private
lots. Free, unrestricted spaces are the locations with the highest occupancy. Unsurprisingly, metered parking has lower average occupancy

than free parking. What do you think of the following strategies to improve parking availability? What other
strategies do you recommend and why?
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Createconvenienceparkingspaces
in high-demand locations

Create an easy way for owners
of private parking spaces to offer
public parking and capitalize on

peak demand periods Using the locally managed public parking lots, the

Chinatown Parking Corporation could dedicate a
row of the most desirable spaces to a reservation
system at a higher cost than the rest of the lot.
This would provide anyone the option of paying a
slightly higher price in return for less walking and
less time spent searching for a space.

There are parking lots with excess capacity in the
studyarea—evenondayswhendemand forparking
IS highest. By harnessing technology residents
could rent out their empty spaces; schools and
banks could open their parking lots on weekends.
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There is a need for additional public parking, as much of the parking supply is either full most of the time or in restricted-access private
lots. Free, unrestricted spaces are the locations with the highest occupancy. Unsurprisingly, metered parking has lower average occupancy

than free parking. What do you think of the following strategies to improve parking availability? What other
strategies do you recommend and why?
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@ Increase the number of metered
. 'spaces with residential permit

S exceptions

5 ¢« & Expand public parking supply in the
B = south part of Chinatown by adding
= on-streetspaces with streetre-design

@ The easternmost block of 24th Street should be
&= evaluated for a pilot reconfiguration to add metered
parking spaces without taking away from the total
number of free parking spaces. The preferred design
would be one-way west bound with back-in angled
parking, to increase capacity while keeping the design
safe for people entering and exiting spaces.

sses Consider creating residential permit spaces that allow
i drivers to pay to use the space. This will prevent
§ underutilized parking spaces by opening them up
to non-residents. This could also be tested on the
western side of Chinatown where parking demand for
the Hong Kong market is high and the free on-street
== parking is generally filled without much turnover.
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While Chinatown residents have very low vehicle ownership rates, many visitors have limited options to get to Chinatown and rely on their
cars. Programs to encourage people to “ditch their car” can help them discover how easy other modes of transportation can be. What do
you think of the following strategies to improve parking information and enhance transportation options?

What other strategies do you recommend and why?
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= Encourage employees to take
tran3|t walk, and bike to work

.

1‘ i Some Chinatown employers provide a monthly
parking pass as a free benefit; however, most
'l employers do not provide tax-free transit passes or
_ » other incentives for non-driving travel. The creation of
4 — 8 a weekday employee parking pass may be useful to
""" ] discourage the use of the parking lot at peak weekend
| periods, and encourage employees to take transit or
park further from the congested core on those days.
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Improve CTA and Metra options
nearby

Chinatown businesses should work with CTA to
display bilingual real-time train and bus tracker
information. Furthermore, many suburban residents
== who visit Chinatown on the weekends can be served
with improved transit to the city and day pass options.
There may be low barriers to transit usage that
improved walkability can address (such as better
L» information at stops, safe and clean bus stops, etc.).
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While Chinatown residents have very low vehicle ownership rates, many visitors have limited options to get to Chinatown and rely on their
cars. Programs to encourage people to “ditch their car” can help them discover how easy other modes of transportation can be. What do

you think of the following strategies to improve parking information and enhance transportation options?
What other strategies do you recommend and why?
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Improve parking signage and maps Other suggestions
| Improved bilingual parking information can help Share your thoughts on other actions that can help
visitors, employees, and residents in their search for achieve the vision.

parking. Signage that shows the number of available
spaces in the public lots can help direct people to the

" more under-utilized lot. Walking maps can encourage HoAth i
people to skip the car for short trips. Finally, community
maps should be updated with transportation options O3 BT BT O A5 2R ) A 1

such as public transit (routes and stations for
buses and rail), bike routes, and Divvy stations.

AT B bn R A i &

EXEAE S BT L B . i LAERSHRIEEN . ErnafEEy T HE
h%ﬁ(iﬁ’]ﬁl G BT 5 S AR R EURIE 43 . AT AT L AT T4
FIETRAT R B e A E AT w5, ﬁi%?%ixiﬂgﬁJﬂtﬁiL_ﬁilﬁ Bl
Tl (IR ERES B ZEul ) o BEATA- B ADivvy BAT ZEuh &5,

Tl

/H




While the construction of a parking garage is unlikely to be a good financial investment, the neighborhood can take some steps to
encourage non-auto travel for special events and secure additional temporary parking areas. What do you think of the following
strategies to manage transportation for special events? What other strategies do you recommend and why?
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Encourage CTA to re-instate weekend

Encourage visitors to take advantage ._
& service to local bus routes

of the transportation options available

in the area
ae Peoplecannotbe dependentonabusthatdoes notwork

® with their schedule. As new development continues
@ on Wentworth, a high quality bus route connecting
B Chinatown to the downtown would be very convenient
for many in the area and should be prioritized. Other
bus routes in the surrounding area should also be
evaluated for service coverage, with the intended goal
of enabling car-free mobility.

The cost of the main parking lot could be higher on
special event days. This would help encourage some
to take transit. Event promoters should highlight transit
and biking options and make note that it is very difficult
to find parking. Event promoters could work closely with
the Chicago Department of Transportation to promote
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1 e _ -- - Divvy and ensure that there bikes and docking stations
o are available.
Sy RS iz X A A28 T A SURICTAVK B A i/ FLVR 4585 286 1) R R ik 55

ek H, EEERZ AT CUE s —5, O BT 50— Leiif 25 ofe Al Aﬂ‘]ﬁ‘*bﬁ‘iﬁﬁﬁ S THRE ZHATT R AR EMRS . BEE KiEET (Wentworth) HIHF
AT o IEBNAK ISP %R o~ HAZ IS HAT B AT T A, IR B R R 2 2 ZERRE, AR NN O S R A AT R B £ 2t i AT A
NHIMEREIR & . TSR] 52N i@ /Y4, ) Divey BAT A, AR EQ,%EAMV@%%%%Wﬁﬂ XKML o 3 N PEA R 32 X oAl A H9R A
AR A 0] B B AT A E 5euk PRZE MRS58 T, CASEEl e 4 AT H AR

o ‘>>
O

|




While the construction of a parking garage is unlikely to be a good financial investment, the neighborhood can take some steps to
encourage non-auto travel for special events and secure additional temporary parking areas. What do you think of the following
strategies to manage transportation for special events? What other strategies do you recommend and why?
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Identify potential remote parking lots _
that could be used during events Other suggestions

Share your thoughts on other actions that can help

Work with owners of large industrial parking lots that >
achieve the vision.

are within a reasonable walking distance of the core
area and open them up for paid event-day parking.

Also, if a bilingual app is available that would allow oAt g
residents to rent out parking spaces, many industrious
residents would move their car for the day to make I BT B o 42 R i B HAh a3

some extra money. Potential under-utilized space
== includes the vacant lots below 1-90/94 between |-55

P and 24th Place, and another to the east by Wentworth
AR and 27th Street.
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In addition to identifying immediate steps that the neighborhood should take, the plan should identify a vision for parking management that
will help guide conversations with future developers and the alderman, while minimizing the negative impacts to Chinatown'’s residents.

What do you think of the following strategies to outline the long-term vision for parking management? What
other strategies do you recommend and why?
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Provide parking recommendations
B and guidelines for new developments
yet to be proposed

——— Plan for future residential permit
| space management

| These recommendations include things such as
unbundling private parking spaces from unit cost, so
that people without cars pay less for housing; providing
bicycle storage and bike parking areas; encouraging

HHHHHH

walking with wide, well-lit sidewalks; encouraging car o Local aldermen should coordinate ¢ The aldermen  should  limit  new
traffic to use alleys and limiting curb cuts; providing parking data collection efforts and . ciqential parking permit designations
seating at bus stops. maintain location-based databases. ’

and only allow for certain “time-of-day”
permit enforcement (such as residential

e The City Clerk’s office should share permit parking from 6 PM to 6 AM), unless

jﬁj*ﬂ%j:/—\% ll::ll E/‘J%ﬁ/ Aﬁlﬁ :J:XEé/f/\,sz_‘ﬁTB(J g%£§(*£‘?§§ their parking data with aldermen1 a meter/permit combination is use(,j_
including the number of annual parking

XL 3 P ALFRE AN AT AL AT 5 B oo 2 i o B R, 8 4 Elﬁjv/'\ﬁibﬁz permits and daily permits thatare sold ¢ The gidermen should limit additional
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e Requests for residential permit
street designations should be
accompanied by evidence of high
parking occupancy at various times of
day (photos, videos, etc.), and include
utilization assessment of neighboring
permit streets.

between nearby zones.




In addition to identifying immediate steps that the neighborhood should take, the plan should identify a vision for parking management that
will help guide conversations with future developers and the alderman, while minimizing the negative impacts to Chinatown'’s residents.

What do you think of the following strategies to outline the long-term vision for parking management? What
other strategies do you recommend and why?
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Trail sighage

Add signage to inform trail users of natural habitat
information, as well as downtown attractions.

Water quality

Investigate ways to improve water quality & restore
habitat, including dam removal or modification.




FoXx RIvVer: The Fox River will be celebrated as the heart and center of Aurora.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?

River connections Other suggestions

__ . Create opportunities for people to connect with
¢ nature with outdoor seating, trails and overlooks.

Share your thoughts on actions that the City can take
to help achieve the vision.

AURORA / &




Public Spaces: Downtown Aurora will be known for its unique, memorable and attractive public spaces.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?

Streetscaping and lighting Year-round activities

Enhance streetscaping and lighting to improve feelings
of safety and comfort.

Encourage and support a year-round calendar of
events.




Public Spaces: Downtown Aurora will be known for its unique, memorable and attractive public spaces.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?
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Encourage reinvestment

Encourage owners of vacant buildings to reinvest in their

Active vibrant ground floor

Expand the use of public art and window displays to
add interest to ground floors.




Public Spaces: Downtown Aurora will be known for its unique, memorable and attractive public spaces.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you

Other suggestions

Share your thoughts on actions that the City can take to help achieve the vision.
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Arts & Entertainment: bowntown Aurora will be known for its robust and inspired arts, culture, and entertainment
community. What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?

Arts task force Architectural tourism

Using media, local groups, and affiliations with
architectural organizations in the region, the City
could improve promotion of the variety and history of
Aurora’s unique architecture.

A local arts task force comprised of non-profits, public,
and private entities would help to harness the energy of
the various arts groups, coordinate efforts and prevent
groups from “stepping on each others’ toes.”




Arts & Entertainment: bowntown Aurora will be known for its robust and inspired arts, culture, and entertainment
community. What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?

Artists’ lofts

Support development of artists’ lofts and housing for
seasonal performers.

Public art

Sponsor public art in prominent locations and as
neighborhood identifiers.




Arts & Entertainment: bowntown Aurora will be known for its robust and inspired arts, culture, and entertainment
community. What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?recommend and why?

Support and promote arts Other suggestions

Enhance support for and promotion of arts, cultural,
and entertainment efforts, groups, and events.

Share your thoughts on actions that the City can take
to help achieve the vision.
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Housing: Downtown Aurora will have a growing and engaged residential community.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you

recommend and why?

Encourage developers

Continue to actively solicit development of additional
residential units.
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Promote rehabilitation

Enhance and promote programs, credits, and rebates
for rehabilitation.




Housing: Downtown Aurora will have a growing and engaged residential community.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you

recommend and why?

Address barriers Engage the residents

Develop social events and groups geared towards
downtown residents. Continue support for ongiong
events and activities in the downtown.

ldentify and address local challenges to residential
development, both rehab and new construction.




Housing: Downtown Aurora will have a growing and engaged residential community.
What do you think of the following strategies to achieve this vision? What other strategies do you
recommend and why?

Improve amenities Other suggestions
Seek out and promote amenities that attract Share your thoughts on actions that the City can take
downtown residents. to help achieve the vision.
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